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"You serve and you do your duty, and you've got to take pride in that." 

Like many other young men in the 1960s, Jerry Kaufman received a notice that the military was 

planning to draft him into service during the Vietnam War. 

"I got my draft notice and I didn't like being told what to do or where to go," said the 68-year-old 

Arroyo Grande resident. "So I enlisted." 

Kaufman joined the U.S. Navy at the age of 19 in 1967, leaving the farm he grew up on in 

Gladstone, North Dakota, to undergo recruit training in San Diego. 

"It's an eye-opener for a farm boy," Kaufman said. 

He became a boatswain's mate and was stationed in Hawaii, but he didn't stay there for long. 

"My orders showed up for Vietnam," Kaufman said. 

He flew into Da Nang Air Base. 

"The night we landed, there was a big mortar attack. It was a hell of an awakening." 

Kaufman went from there to the coastal city of Chu Lai, where the Navy operated a logistical depot. 
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"We were the major supplier for all the troops in the area," he said. 

Chu Lai's location, on the coast and surrounded by mountains, meant it faced North Vietnamese 

attacks regularly. 

"We had swimmers try to blow us up, and took incoming from the mountains," Kaufman said. 

After serving in Vietnam in 1968 and 1969, Kaufman left to serve the remainder of his four-year 

enlistment onboard a ship. 

He didn't go far, however, as the USS Tulare, a light cargo attack ship, stayed off the coast of North 

Vietnam, hauling troops and supplies. 

Kaufman left the Navy in 1971, the year before U.S. forces withdrew from Vietnam. He went back to 

North Dakota, where he got married, but he soon moved back to California, joining an uncle in 

Sacramento. 

"I just needed to get off the farm," he said. 

Kaufman moved to Arroyo Grande in 1978. He eventually became a self-employed landscape 

gardener, a career he recently retired from after 30 years. 

More than four decades after he left the Navy, his status as a veteran plays a large role in his life. He 

is active in the Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 982 in Guadalupe, as well as the American 

Legion. Being involved with other veterans is important to him. 

"We have a camaraderie," Kaufman said. "It's important to keep that going." 

"Some good, some bad," he said of the effect his service has had on him. 

He speaks of the unfriendly reception he and other veterans received by people opposed to the war, 

who he said blamed veterans of the war for decisions made by leaders. 

Kaufman is also frustrated by the way the Veterans Administration has treated veterans. 

"It's an uphill battle and you battle the rest of your life," he said. 

Through it all, Kaufman takes pride in his service. 

"You serve and you do your duty, and you've got to take pride in that," he said 

 


